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Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s Flight Line Gazette

Dedicated toward making R/C aircraft a family activity

Date:  April 1, 2009
Next Meeting:  April 7, 2009
Location:  DaVinci’s Restaurant, Frankenmuth.  DaVinci’s is located on the West side of M-83 (Main Street) at the very North end of Frankenmuth.  Also, we’ll be having pizza and pop at the meetings.  Also please note that this will be the last planned meeting at DaVinci’s until the fall.  From now on, weather permitting, we will have the meetings at the club field.  Thanks.

Time:  7:00 P.M.

The Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s meetings are open to the public.  Club membership is not required to attend club meetings or receive pilot training.  If you want flight training, just contact one of the club officers or club instructors listed in the newsletter.

CLUB OFFICERS ARE:

President:  Ben Rinaldi

VP:  Wayne Nuechterlein

Recording Secretary:  Dave Salo

Treasurer:  Derek Brandel

Newsletter Editor:  Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Publisher:  Jim Clemons

Club Trustees:
Andrew Mossner



Tim Bruzewski

 Visitors are always welcome to the club meetings and to join us at the club flying field.  The flying sight is located at 9650 S. Dehmel Rd., Birch Run, MI.

See you all next month, 

Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Editor

Visit us on the internet at:  www.frankenmuthaeromodelers.com/
Club News:


Well, it’s April Fool’s day so I thought I better get busy and write the monthly fireplace starter, or should I say newsletter.  It’s been a pretty busy month for a few of the club members with hauling the new tractor around and doing a few things to it to make it a useable implement for the club.  I haven’t seen it yet, but I hear that Bader’s did a real bang up job on it as far as detailing and a couple of minor mechanical things.  I guess there was a small oil leak and they replaced the gasket.  It’s over at Ray’s in the barn for now.  I guess the only thing Ray had to say was that we got one heckuva deal on it but that it was the wrong color.  I guess he likes red tractors better.  Anyway she’s ready to go and should give us years of service.  

The photo at the top is compliments of Randy Butterfield.  It shows the carrier USS Ronald Reagan at Pearl Harbor sailing past the Arizona Memorial with her crew on deck.  I hope this photo gets to you as much as it did me.

Members Present:  


I forgot to take a count of the folks at the meeting.  As I recall there were about 25 or so.

Visitors:


None to report this month.

New Pilots:


None to report this month.

Treasurer’s Report:


  We had $788.16 in checking and $7090.52 in savings.  The checking account was down due to the rent of the field for $960.77, a $60 gift certificate for Ray and Mrs., and a $100 deposit on the tractor.

Training and Field News:


The big news at the field is the new tractor.  There are just a few things left to be done and it’ll be ready to go.  From what I understand the only things left to do are to shorten or remove the roll bar and also reroute the exhaust since both are pretty high.  No sense in tearing up the shed.  There was also a motion made to purchase a back blade for the tractor from Jerry Cross.  We can use this to grade the road and also plow the snow for the winter fun fly.  That’s the plan anyway.  


There was some discussion in regard to the pavilion.  I’d have to think this is a pretty much a dead issue due to the new tractor.  Some of the guys bring in their own canopies and we could get a couple for our events.  We’ll have to discuss it further.  There was also a mention made in regard to the long-term lease of the field.  The bylaws of the club will have to be checked to make sure we’ve got a place to fly in the future.  


We also discussed some advertising signs at the field.  We didn’t finalize anything here, but it may be something to think about for our events and such.  


Someone asked if there was camping allowed at the field.  From the discussion this is indeed permissible.  We’d like to limit this to folks who are club members and those who are participating in an event held at the field.  The campers are still subject to State of Michigan laws and such.  


We are going to have the field opening and work party on April 25.  Please plan on attending as we have a lot to do to get things in shape for the summer.  We’ve got some posts to replace and also some fencing to put up.  Remember folks; many hands make light work so please plan on attending.  I’m sure there will be food and drink available as in past years.

Recent Club News and Events:


There’s been a change in the schedule for the pylon races.  The October 3rd race will be held at the Frankenmuth field.  The races are organized by a Flint club I believe and they handle all the details.  All that we are doing is allowing them to use the field.  All the races are from 9:30 till about noon.  


The club calendar is up and running!  Please check the dates and let me know if they are incorrect.  I think I got all the dates in there, however, I didn’t have any dates for the club fun flys.  I know we’re going to have them so please let me know when.  Just let me know at the meeting and I’ll get them listed.


We are again going to have a float in the Bavarian Parade this year.  From what I understand you guys had a great time with this last year.  The parade is June 14th and we’ll need some help to get the float organized and the planes and pilots mounted on the float.  That didn’t sound quite right did it?  I’m sure we’ll be working out the details in the next couple of meetings.


As has been the usual practice at the meetings we had some planes on display.  Dan Pierce had an electric plane called the Electron covered in Coveright I believe.  Nice looking plane although Dan wasn’t very fired up about the covering material.  Eric Esckelson had a T6 Texan that was rebuilt by Rev. Jim Perry. Jim used a 60 size P-40 wing that was cut down to fit the Texan.  Nice looking plane fellas.  Your editor brought in a Lazy Bee that was given to me by Ben Rinaldi.  I had to do quite a bit of work on it but it turned out pretty good.  I covered the wing and tail feathers with Sig Coverall.  Looks nice, but a lot of work and time.  Now we get to the heavy hitters.  Howard Beauch brought in a Lazy Bee that had a 50” wingspan.  He made a few other modifications as well.  Absolutely beautiful.  Bill Hendley brought in a Clipped Wing Cub that was done up in a blue and white sunburst scheme.  Just a gorgeous plane.  Folks, these last two guys really know what they’re doing in the building and covering department.  The best thing of all is that they don’t have any secrets.  Just ask and they are more than glad to help, and that’s what it’s all about.

Indoor Flying:


Well the indoor flying season is fast coming to a close.  There’s only one more date at the SVSU Rider Center listed below.  Before we go any farther, we need to give Dan Pierce a big pat on the back and an ‘Atta Boy for heading up the scheduling and such.  I’d have to get the back issues, but I know he collected quite a bit of money as well.  Once again, Dan, thanks for heading this up and thanks for the pizza!!!
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Newsletter Tips and Ideas:


At this point in time I don’t have a lot of tips that I can give you other than to hurry up and get your winter projects done!  The warm weather is just around the corner and I think we’re all looking forward to warmer temperatures and hot flying at the field.  Your editor has been flying a bit in the back yard so I’m a little ahead of the game in that respect.  I’m hoping the farmer that rents the property out here in God’s Country (Richville) plants something short again this year.  Corn is a real pain in the landing gear.  


Perhaps the only tip I can give this month is to check your planes out BEFORE you head to the field.  Check the control surfaces and the hinges.  Check the linkages and clevises and make sure that each clevis has something on it to prevent it from opening up while airborne.  Now would be a great time to cycle the batteries as well.  I’ve been doing this the last week or so.  I guess the main objective in all of this is to make your plane as safe as possible.  Accidents will happen and I’m sure there will be some spectacular crashes at the field this year, but we don’t want anyone to lose a plane, or worse yet injure someone when it might have been prevented.  Let’s be safe out there guys.

Dues:


Don’t forget that club dues are being taken for the coming year.  You can either pay them at the monthly meetings, or send them directly to:






Derek Brandel






4803 Hess Road






Saginaw, MI  48601

Instructors:


Anyone wanting to learn to fly or improve his or her skills should contact:


*Wayne Nuechterlein of Frankenmuth
652-9048


*Rev. Jim Perry of Saginaw

781-5897


*John Piggott of Frankenmuth 

652-9536


Jim Monk of Montrose


810-639-2945


Tim Bruzewski of Saginaw

753-0000 (M-F, 8-5)  790-0031 after 5


Mick Greenburg of Saginaw

793-1868


Rick Roberts of Saginaw


777-5246

  *  Retirees - These instructors can best conform to your scheduling requirements.

Swap, Sale, or Swindle:


Rev. Jim Perry mentioned this a couple of meetings ago and I’m assuming the situation is still the same.  It seems that poor Jim has too many planes and would like to clean out the hangar a bit.  He has a few planes that he’d like to send to new home.  If you are looking for some planes please give him a call and you can discuss a reasonable offer. 


I also have someone who is interested in purchasing a certain plane.  He’s looking for a Katana 35-S Electric Twist with a 3-foot wingspan.  I hope I got that one correct.  Here’s the phone number if you have this plane and would like to sell it.  (989) 239-4885.  Thanks.

Upcoming Events:


Monthly Meeting April 7 at DaVinci’s in Frankenmuth.


Bus Trip to Toledo Show on April 3rd, leaving from Clio at 6:00 AM.


Field work party April 25th.

Editor’s Note:

   March just flew by again didn’t it?  And no pun intended there either.  Another quarter of a year has gone by.  Soon the leaves will be returning to the trees, the grass will start growing, and we’ll all have to mow the darn stuff.  Had to bring THAT up again, didn’t you?  Well, I guess I did have to bring it up.  There’s going to be plenty to do at the field again this year and we need your help.  We’re going to need some volunteers again to mow the grass this year.  You’ll be doing something for the club, and you get to ride around on a new tractor this year.  Can’t beat that, can you?  There’s also going to be a big shindig at the field on the 25th of April.  That’s the day we get to put in some new posts and get the field ready for the flying season.  Just think of all the fun you’ll have working together with your fellow club members to make things better for all of us.  Hmmm, working together…now that’s something you don’t see too often these days.  Seems as though most folks could care less about their fellow man and just go about their daily lives being as selfish as they can be.  Gotta get mine!!!  I want MY slice of the pie!!!  ME, ME, ME, and to heck with you!!!  Sounds pretty bad out there, doesn’t it?  Yes, we all have to make a living and pay the bills and try to save some money for a rainy day, no doubt about that.  But I kinda like it “in here” and not “out there”.  And by “in here” I mean the club.  I, for one, truly believe that we all have something very special here.  And no, I’m not trying to be sappy or pulling on your heartstrings.  What I’m getting at is the camaraderie that exists in the club.  You see it every time you’re at the field or at Frankenmuth Hobby on Saturday mornings.  You see it when there’s a new guy, or old guy, that has a question or a problem that he can’t figure out.  You see it when one of you takes the time to ask how things are going and you really mean it.  We all have our own set of circumstances that we face on our own, but it’s when we come together as fellow club members and friends, working together to make things better for all of us, that things really get done.  Just ask a veteran how much you can get done when you work together, and then thank them.  I’m really looking forward to working with, and being with all of you at the field this year.  Thank you for making this a great club!

See you at the meeting Tuesday.

If you have anything you’d like to submit for the next issue, or if you have any questions or concerns regarding the newsletter, please contact me at Jzwerk@aol.com.   

