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Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s Flight Line Gazette

Dedicated toward making R/C aircraft a family activity

Date:  January 30, 2009
Next Meeting:  February 3, 2009

Location:  DaVinci’s Restaurant, Frankenmuth.  DaVinci’s is located on the West side of M-83 (Main Street) at the very North end of Frankenmuth.  Also, we’ll be having pizza and pop at the meetings.
Time:  7:00 P.M.

The Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s meetings are open to the public.  Club membership is not required to attend club meetings or receive pilot training.  If you want flight training, just contact one of the club officers or club instructors listed in the newsletter.

CLUB OFFICERS ARE:

President:  Ben Rinaldi

VP:  Wayne Nuechterlein

Recording Secretary:  Dave Salo

Treasurer:  Derek Brandel

Newsletter Editor:  Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Publisher:  Jim Clemons

Club Trustees:
Andrew Mossner



Tim Bruzewski

 Visitors are always welcome to the club meetings and to join us at the club flying field.  The flying sight is located at 9650 S. Dehmel Rd., Birch Run, MI.

See you all next month, 

Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Editor

Visit us on the internet at:  www.frankenmuthaeromodelers.com/
Club News:


Hello again from your board members.  Hope you all had a good New Year’s in whatever way you celebrate it.  I hope you all have been busy in the shop with your latest projects.  The boys and me are already working on number four so you better get busy.  We are getting very anxious for the warm weather so we can get out and crash….er, ahh, fly these planes.  Maybe we should have put skis on the planes, but then it’s been way too cold.  There’s no sense in getting frostbite just to fly a couple of planes.  I guess I should stop complaining now and get on with writing.  There’s a bit to report and most of it is good, although I do have one piece of sad news as well that I’ll get to later.  Here we go…  

Members Present:  We had 28 members at the meeting in January.  Must be the pizza.

Visitors:


We had one visitor, Don Kukla from Bay City.  Welcome!

New Pilots:


I did not hear of any.  It’s too cold out.

Treasurer’s Report:


  We had $1492.29 in checking and $7084.81 in savings.

Training and Field News:


There’s not too much to report on here.  With all the snow that we’ve had this winter there’s been nothing done so far with the tractor.  Ben has been unable to find the time to take it from Ray’s over to Weiss Equipment.  The city has him working a lot and I don’t think anyone can argue with that.  Hey, a guy’s gotta make a living, right?  


Ben is also waiting for AMA in regard to our Junior Club.  Current info is that there are 6-7 kids that would qualify for this.  From our understanding they would hold their own meetings and such and be supervised by us adults.  Getting new youngsters into the hobby is only a good thing as this “keeps the ball rolling” for us older guys as well.


We are also scheduled for 7 dates at the Frankenmuth Farm Market later this year.  The dates are May 9, July 11 and 25, August 15, September 5, and October 10.  There was a lot of interest at the market last summer and gave us some very good exposure.  


Jerry Cross received the schedule for the pylon races that are organized by one of the Flint clubs.  They race at different area clubs and do all the organization and the associated work with the events.  Frankenmuth is scheduled for May 16.  The races are scheduled to run from 9:30 AM until about noon.  Here’s the complete schedule if you’re interested:


Frankenmuth
May 16


Davison

May 23


Flint

May 30


Chesaning
June 6


Davison

June 13


Flint

September 12


Chesaning
September 19


Davison

September 26


Chesaning
October 3


Chesaning 
October
10  Final race and picnic


Don’t forget about four big events coming up in the near future.  Our Frankenmuth club will be hosting a winter fun fly on February 22 starting at 12:30.  It won’t be too cold so plan on stopping out.


The day before that that would be the 21st…  The Chesaning Club is planning on having a Winter Fun Fly as well.  We’ll hear more about this at the meeting Tuesday so stay tuned on this one.


The Chesaning Club is hosting their big swap meet on February 8th.  From what I’ve heard through the grape vine most of the tables have been sold out.  This looks to be a great swap meet and I’m sure the dealing will be hot and heavy.  I don’t have to work until later in the day so even I’m planning on stopping out.  


Also Mike Fohey will be at the meeting on Tuesday to collect some money for the bus trip to the Toledo Expo on April 3rd.  We did this bus trip last year and a great time was had by all.  The cost is $30 for the trip and we will leave from the Clio K-Mart parking lot at 6:00 AM.  We return at approximately 5:00 PM.  You can’t beat that deal anywhere folks, so sign up early.

Recent Club News and Events:


There’s not too much to report here.  Ben will be meeting with the Saginaw ISD and also the Lion’s club in February to set things up for an event at the field this summer.  We plan on having some handicapped kids out to the field and let them do a bit of flying.  We’ve got time on this one, but it should be a fine event.


There’s been a bunch of fellas getting together at Frankenmuth Hobby on Saturday mornings for free coffee, doughnuts, and the usual BS, or should I say constructive conversation.  Personally I really enjoy this as you get out and get to know some of the guys better.  Fellowship is only good so come on out sometime.  There have been a few developments in regard to the tractor and also the pavilion that will be explained in detail at the meeting Tuesday.  Did I mention that we have a meeting on Tuesday at 7 ???  At DaVinci’s in Frankenmuth ???  Just want to make sure that I mentioned the meeting on Tuesday…


Here’s where I have to report on some very sad news.  Most of you may know this already, but R/C Report Magazine is going out of business.  The current issue will be the last.  R/C Report was the only magazine that I subscribed to and looked forward to every month, other than the one you are currently reading…  They didn’t give you any false reports like some of the other mags do.  You look at the reviews in other magazines and every model is great and had no problems.  We all know that isn’t true.  And most of the others are mostly ads anyway with little useful information.  Not sure about you folks, but I’m really going to miss them.


This might open up something here at the club meetings.  When you build a kit or assemble an ARF, why not bring it to the meeting and give us all a review of the project and let us know what went well and what didn’t.  This could be a lot of fun, and as far as I know, there’s only been one person to die from public speaking.  I can’t remember the name, but he was a congressman about 150 years ago and died while addressing Congress.  The chances are pretty slim as far as anything happening to you when you talk to us…

Indoor Flying:


Indoor flying is well under way at the Rider Center at SVSU.  Dan Pierce has been leading this up and doing a fine job.  Last month he brought in $69 that was collected at the last fly in.  Here are the dates:


February 1
6-10


March 1

6-10


April 26

7-10

Newsletter Tips and Ideas:


I did get a few more tips, but I’ll hold off on them until next month.  I’m running late as usual as far as getting the NL out so we’ll get them in next month.  The only thing I will suggest to you is you better get busy on your projects.  Winter won’t last forever, or at least I hope not, and it will be time to get out and fly very soon.  

Dues:


Don’t forget that club dues are being taken for the coming year.  You can either pay them at the monthly meetings, or send them directly to:






Derek Brandel






4803 Hess Road






Saginaw, MI  48601

Instructors:


Anyone wanting to learn to fly or improve his or her skills should contact:


*Wayne Nuechterlein of Frankenmuth
652-9048


*Rev. Jim Perry of Saginaw

781-5897


*John Piggott of Frankenmuth 

652-9536


Jim Monk of Montrose


810-639-2945


Tim Bruzewski of Saginaw

753-0000 (M-F, 8-5)  790-0031 after 5


Mick Greenburg of Saginaw

793-1868


Rick Roberts of Saginaw


777-5246

  *  Retirees - These instructors can best conform to your scheduling requirements.

Swap, Sale, or Swindle:


Rev. Jim Perry approached me at the last meeting.  It seems that poor Jim has too many planes and would like to clean out the hangar a bit.  He has a few planes that he’d like to send to new home.  If you are looking for some planes please give him a call and you can discuss a reasonable offer.  Thanks.

Upcoming Events:


Monthly Meeting February 3rd at DaVinci’s in Frankenmuth.


Chesaning Club’s annual swap meet is February 8th.  


Frankenmuth Winter Fly is February 22nd starting at 12:30.


Bus Trip to Toledo Show on April 3rd, leaving from Clio at 6:00 AM.


Field work party April 25th.

Editor’s Note:

Well the end of another newsletter.  At this writing I’m kinda depressed.  The news of RC Report magazine really leaves a hole in the RC Universe.  The last couple of years since I got back into this great hobby have been filled with only good news.  The products get better.  There’s a lot more selection.  Electric, gas, and glow aircraft have only exceeded the expectations of the hobbyist.  I guess I just didn’t expect bad news.  One can expect some bad news in other areas of life, but you don’t with a hobby.  I think we all escape from the world for a while when we’re doing something with a model aircraft be it building, flying, repairing, or whatever.  I just never thought there’d be any bad news associated with a hobby.  Maybe it’s just a sign of the times.  I suppose one could blame failures like this on a lot of things.  The economy, bad business decisions, inflation, the current president, the previous president, our next door neighbor, the newsletter editor, you name it.   There’s enough blame to go around I guess, but I don’t believe that any of the blame can be put on a member of an RC Club.  Maybe that’s why I enjoy being the editor of the newsletter so much.  I can’t find any blame in any of you folks.  Faults yes, of which I am the king, but not any blame.  Thanks for being there for me, and thanks for being there for each other.  We need to stick together in these trying times and remember the reason we joined a club – a love of model aircraft.  And last but never the least, thank you to our veterans who make this all possible.  Now that I think of it, I’m not depressed anymore.  Thank You!!! 


See you at the meeting Tuesday.

If you have anything you’d like to submit for the next issue, or if you have any questions or concerns regarding the newsletter, please contact me at Jzwerk@aol.com.   

