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Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s Flight Line Gazette

Dedicated toward making R/C aircraft a family activity

Date:  February 27, 2009
Next Meeting:  March 3, 2009
Location:  DaVinci’s Restaurant, Frankenmuth.  DaVinci’s is located on the West side of M-83 (Main Street) at the very North end of Frankenmuth.  Also, we’ll be having pizza and pop at the meetings.

Time:  7:00 P.M.

The Frankenmuth Aeromodeler’s meetings are open to the public.  Club membership is not required to attend club meetings or receive pilot training.  If you want flight training, just contact one of the club officers or club instructors listed in the newsletter.

CLUB OFFICERS ARE:

President:  Ben Rinaldi

VP:  Wayne Nuechterlein

Recording Secretary:  Dave Salo

Treasurer:  Derek Brandel

Newsletter Editor:  Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Publisher:  Jim Clemons

Club Trustees:
Andrew Mossner



Tim Bruzewski

 Visitors are always welcome to the club meetings and to join us at the club flying field.  The flying sight is located at 9650 S. Dehmel Rd., Birch Run, MI.

See you all next month, 

Joel Zwerk

Newsletter Editor

Visit us on the internet at:  www.frankenmuthaeromodelers.com/
Club News:


Hello again from your board members.  This month really went by fast as February is a bit shorter than most.  Either that or I just didn’t get around to sending this out until now.  I do have a legitimate excuse though.  I’ve been kinda busy in the workshop getting planes built, repaired, and ready for the spring weather, that is if it ever gets here…It’s been a really long winter hasn’t it?  The cold didn’t bother me as much when I was a younger man.  Even used to go skiing and snowmobiling.  Now I just complain about it, get the old International Super C out and plow the driveway.  This just isn’t what I had in mind for getting older.  Before I forget, a big thank you goes out to Randy Butterfield for the photo at the top of the NL.  He sent a bunch of military photos that I’ll be using.  If any of you out there have some interesting photos just send them over.  Thanks again.

Members Present:  We had 23 members at the meeting in February.  We also had some pretty bad weather that night as well.

Visitors:


Wayne Thomas from Saginaw was in attendance and also gave a short presentation from his Navy days.  Wayne was a mechanic and worked on the F-4, F-14, F-18, and the Apache helicopter.  He also worked on the BQM-74C, a drone plane.  Drones nowadays are really a very sophisticated type of model aircraft weighing in the neighborhood of 200 lbs.  This was a very interesting presentation and was very much enjoyed by all in attendance.  By the way, Wayne is working on a 4 Star 40 kit and I’m sure we’ll see him at the field this summer.  Thanks again for the presentation and welcome.

New Pilots:


None to report this month.

Treasurer’s Report:


  We had $1696.92 in checking and $7087.52 in savings.

Training and Field News:


We had a very interesting meeting in February with some pretty important topics.  The discussion was low key and no one got too excited, which was really nice.  The main area of concern and discussion was about the tractor at the field.  One of the mechanics from Weiss Equipment came out to look at it and give us an honest opinion.  To make a long story short, there’s no use in putting any more money into it.  Most of the problem is with getting parts for an engine that is no longer manufactured.  There was a motion made to allocate $5000 toward a different tractor.  So the process of hunting one up has begun.


Here’s the rest of the story.  Ben found a good used tractor out at Bader Brother’s in Reese.  I also went to look at it with Ben and Wayne also took a look at it.  It’s a Ford with a 3-cylinder diesel.  It was traded in and was owned by Stockmeyer’s Sod Farm just north of Reese.  It has the turf tires and was used to pull gang mowers at the sod farm.  It’s in good shape and should serve us well for years to come.  The tires price out at about $2200 new so it’s really what we’re looking for.  I believe at this point we have a deposit on it and Bader’s is getting it ready for us.  It has a roll bar on it that may be a bit too high for the door at the field.  They also are willing to take the old tractor in on trade and from what I’ve heard we’re getting more for it than if we sold it outright.  We should be right on budget to get the tractor.


At this point I’m going to step up on the soapbox for just a minute.  I can hear some of the reactions that some will have over this deal.  What I’d like to say is that Ben is a qualified, licensed mechanic who works with this kind of thing every day at the city of Frankenmuth.  One can second-guess this kind of decision until you’re blue in the face, but will it do any good?  Fellas, we need a tractor.  Bottom line.  I know that Ben would not, nor would any other member of the board, do anything to hurt the club financially or otherwise.  The fact of the matter is that you make the best decision you can and run with it.  The tires are like new, it’s in good shape, parts are readily available, not many hours on it, and it will be ready to go when we need it this spring.  OK, I’m stepping down now.


We also had quite a discussion in regard to building a new pavilion at the field.  At this point in time I regretfully have to report that it is a definite “no go”.  Ben and Bill have been checking with the township in regard to building permits and other legal stuff.  The building permit is $700 from the township.  This just is not worth it for the club due to the tractor situation.   It has been decided to not build the pavilion.  Some of the members have their own canopies and perhaps we could purchase a couple of those for our events, although that is not a done deal at this point.  The pavilion would have been nice, but we need other things first.


As far as other news is concerned, Ben met with Tracy at the Millett Learning Center in regard to having some of their students out to the field some time this summer.  Also the Boy Scouts would like to do 2 model rocket events this summer.  They usually do these on Wednesday evenings so it won’t interfere with training nights or other events we have at the field.


We also decided to give Ray a gift certificate for $60 along with the rent money.  This is something we’ve done in the past and is a small token of our appreciation.



Also Mike Fohey will be at the meeting on Tuesday to collect some money for the bus trip to the Toledo Expo on April 3rd.  We did this bus trip last year and a great time was had by all.  The cost is $30 for the trip and we will leave from the Clio K-Mart parking lot at 6:00 AM.  We return at approximately 5:00 PM.  You can’t beat that deal anywhere folks, so sign up early.

Recent Club News and Events:


There were a couple of cancellations lately of club events.  The Chesaning Club and our own Aeromodelers cancelled the Winter Fun Flys that were scheduled for the past weekends.  With the warm temperatures and the muddy conditions at each field there was no sense in tearing things up.  I drove by the Frankenmuth field and the road was pretty much impassable.  With the soggy grass and such there would have been more damage than it was worth.  Well, I guess unless you guys actually like to do lawn work in the spring.  


I was able to attend the Chesaning Swap Meet a few weeks ago at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds in Chesaning.  From what I saw the meet was well attended.  The usual haggling was widespread and there were some great deals to be had.  I didn’t buy too much, but I had a great time and saw a lot of familiar faces as well.  All in all it looked to be a successful event.  Congrats to Ike and Bob and the whole gang in Chesaning for putting on a top-notch swap meet!

Indoor Flying:


Indoor flying is well under way at the Rider Center at SVSU.  Dan Pierce has been leading this up and doing a fine job.  Last month he brought in $109 that was collected at the last couple of fly ins.  Looks like we get to have pizza again this Tuesday.  Here are the dates for the next couple of fly ins:


March 1

6-10


April 26

7-10

Newsletter Tips and Ideas:


I still have a couple of tips that Bill Hendley gave to me, but I can’t seem to locate them at the time of this writing.  I have been in contact with Bob Genigeski in regard to the calendar on the website.  I’ll be adding some things in the next couple of days so make sure to check the calendar.  This has been some time in coming, so please forgive me for not getting to it sooner.  I’ll do the best I can with it, so please let me know of any other upcoming events.  Thanks. 

Dues:


Don’t forget that club dues are being taken for the coming year.  You can either pay them at the monthly meetings, or send them directly to:






Derek Brandel






4803 Hess Road






Saginaw, MI  48601

Instructors:


Anyone wanting to learn to fly or improve his or her skills should contact:


*Wayne Nuechterlein of Frankenmuth
652-9048


*Rev. Jim Perry of Saginaw

781-5897


*John Piggott of Frankenmuth 

652-9536


Jim Monk of Montrose


810-639-2945


Tim Bruzewski of Saginaw

753-0000 (M-F, 8-5)  790-0031 after 5


Mick Greenburg of Saginaw

793-1868


Rick Roberts of Saginaw


777-5246

  *  Retirees - These instructors can best conform to your scheduling requirements.

Swap, Sale, or Swindle:


Rev. Jim Perry approached me at the last meeting.  It seems that poor Jim has too many planes and would like to clean out the hangar a bit.  He has a few planes that he’d like to send to new home.  If you are looking for some planes please give him a call and you can discuss a reasonable offer. 


I also have someone who is interested in purchasing a certain plane.  He’s looking for a Katana 35-S Electric Twist with a 3-foot wingspan.  I hope I got that one correct.  Here’s the phone number if you have this plane and would like to sell it.  (989) 239-4885.  Thanks.

Upcoming Events:


Monthly Meeting March 3 at DaVinci’s in Frankenmuth.


Bus Trip to Toledo Show on April 3rd, leaving from Clio at 6:00 AM.


Field work party April 25th.

Editor’s Note:

  Over the past months since I’ve taken on the “job” of Newsletter Editor I’ve received a number of compliments in regard to the NL itself and also the little “blurb” that I get to write at the end of it.  First I’d like to say “Thank You” to all of you that have complimented me.  It’s nice to get a compliment once in a while.  It makes you feel that it’s worthwhile and that at least somebody is reading the NL.  I just hope I’m not the only one that you compliment.  There are the board members and a lot of other members and their spouses as well that take the time to do things so that we can have some fun at the meetings and at the field.  Be sure to thank those folks as well.  For me it’s kind of humbling to get a compliment or to have someone say thank you.  You really have to watch what you say sometimes!  I know that all of us have our own opinions on things and I try to keep mine to myself and not make this my own personal newsletter.  “Political Correctness” seems to have run rampant in this great country of ours and I will always do my best to follow that notion with honest, unbiased reporting.  There are, however, a couple of areas where I won’t be Politically Correct, and I’m pretty sure that most of you won’t be either.  The first is opening our meetings with prayer.  You don’t see that too often these days, and I’m really glad that we do this.  Next to God, there’s only one more person that we have to thank for our freedoms, and that’s the American Soldier.  Please don’t ever take these two for granted.  If you have any doubts, just take another look at the opening photo.  Pretty much says it all doesn’t it?  Thanks again for putting up with me.  It’s really an honor.

See you at the meeting Tuesday.

If you have anything you’d like to submit for the next issue, or if you have any questions or concerns regarding the newsletter, please contact me at Jzwerk@aol.com.   

